
Commission for Energy Use and Climate Change 
Meeting Minutes 
April 10, 2016 
Tufts Administration Building, 167 Holland St., Somerville, MA 
 
 
Attendees: 
Sellers-Garcia, Oliver – (member ex-officio) Director of Office of Sustainability and the 
Environment 
Ranger, Andrea – Commissioner 
Rooney, Juliette - Commissioner 
Johnston, Eliza - Commissioner 
Saunders, Alyssa – Commissioner 
Boukili, Vanessa – Commissioner 
Koty, Russell – Program Manager Residential Energy Efficiency 
Mangan, Mary – Solarize coach 
Pierce, Jerrad 
Lowitz, Melissa 
Pomeroy, Dan 
Traviglia, Andrea 
Orr, Michael 
Bean, Matt 
McCormick, Patrick 
Bueno, Ramón 
Katsh, Gideon 
Moore, Stephen 
Wood, Julie 
 
Meeting notes from February 10, 2016  

 Approved 
 
Solarize Somerville 

 Update from Mary – Memorial Day parade plans, and other stuff in the works. 

 Update from Russell – website signups are happening. The RFP open dates have been expanded, 
now closes May 4th. 

 Mailing for Energy Efficiency program will go out with July tax bills. 

 Update from Oliver – Will work on an application for the DOE SolSmart program with Meister 
after Solarize is launched. The program application is for 100 hours technical assistance, for help 
with permitting and difficulties with solar on multifamilies.  Assistance for condo owners is 
planned. 

 Discussed the state solar credit program, which has undergone an emergency extension, at least 
until August 8th. In meantime they are working on establishing a new program. S-REC rate of 
return will probably be reduced. 

 
Residential Energy Efficiency Program (SEEN) 



 Numbers sent out by email show goals set by National Grid, and progress towards those goals. 
We are 2-months in, and making good progress towards the goals. Importantly, the numbers are 
based only for National Grid customers that count towards grant only (i.e. doesn’t include 
Eversource customers). There are about 6x as many Eversource gas customers compared to 
National Grid customers. 

 Now that Next Step Living (NSL) has closed its doors, Russell and others are strengthening 
relationships with utilities and looking for more funding. 

 Now working closely with Clear Result, which is the main contractor for Mass Save Program. 
Outreach calls are now directed to Clear Result instead of NSL. Russell is also starting to have 
monthly conference calls with Lourdes Lopez (Boston) and Megan Shaw (Cambridge), so that 
they can all get on the same page about the information they are getting. Recently learned about a 
middle-income program (enhanced rebates), and another program that increases rebates for when 
assessments are made in all units of multi-families. 

 Somerville is applying with Boston (lead), Providence, North Hampton, and Portland ME for a 
study and pilot project on renewable thermal from the Carbon Neutral Cities Alliance. 

 Discussed ideas about how to get residents to ask about green options (solar, heat pump, etc.) 
when they get a home assessment.  

 
 
Community Choice Aggregation 

 Our broker, Good Energy, is under contract. They put together an Aggregation Plan based on plan 
they prepared for Melrose, combined with comments from CCA taskforce. The plan is currently 
out for public comment. Public comment period April 14th – May 4th, online at 
www.somervillema.gov/cca. It is important that we visit the website and make comments, and 
share the information and link with our connections. Q&A session starting at 6:30pm on April 
28th at the Central library. 

 Some important messaging: Somerville is in front of pack about the renewable energy component 
of the CCA plan, but CCA in general has been done by lots of other cities, so it’s not something 
to be afraid of. 

 
 
Sustainability in the Zoning Code 

 Background: the citywide zoning code overhaul was put together last year. Now need to update 
certain sections, and city is running a series of meetings on the zoning code that are topic-
focused. Next version of the zoning code will be put out in June. 

 The Planning Department is currently working with Office of Sustainability and the Environment 
to update sustainability section. It’s important to have zoning in place that doesn’t present any 
obstacles to increasing sustainability. Next Monday (April 25th), presentation at Visiting Nurses 
Association at 6:30. Eight topics are: 

o Site Landscaping: Green Area Ratio 
o Green Roofs 
o Green Building Standards 
o Electric Vehicles 
o Renewable Energy 



o District Energy and Microgrids 
o Stormwater Management 
o Traffic Air Pollution Exposure Mitigation 

 Presentation is an update on the research into the topics breached by community groups, 
including CEUCC zoning subcommittee. It’s also call for feedback, and to help prioritize topics. 
Zoning can’t solve all of the city’s sustainability goals, but by looking into the zoning code and 
discussing sustainability issues does bring up some important points and ideas (e.g., district 
energy, EVs) 

 Zoning can be barrier for green space and stormwater management. MAPC did huge review of 
Neponset River. 

 
 
Update on Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment (CCVA) 

 Arup was hired to do an assessment of Somerville’s vulnerability to flooding, sea level rise, and 
heat. Arup is currently updating models, including precipitation change impacts. Cambridge 
finished their recently CCVA recently, and Boston is a few months ahead of Somerville in their 
process. So Somerville can use the data from these two cities. 

 Oliver has put together an advisory group for the CCVA, first meeting at end of May. Will meet 
3-4 times total, and will go over the assessment plan with Arup, give advice, make decisions, etc. 

 
 
Setting CEUCC Priorities for Fiscal Year 2017 

 Eliza asked about systems mapping project. Oliver said it’s not specifically happening as it was, 
but more departments are thinking about sustainability more often, and trying to incorporate it 
into their tasks. 

 
 Brainstorming session: 

o New and existing building management. Facilities manager/ energy manager.  
o Jerrad proposed two ideas, 1) leading by example in regards to city infrastructure. Ex. 

New high school [environment is one of their biggest priorities]; 2) Community projects 
such as solar and wind. Oliver gave a quick update on community solar feasibility 
assessment. The results stated, as expected, that the municipal buildings are small and old 
and not great for this. 

o Eliza proposed a focus on education, both at community level and by engaging schools. It 
would be great to find ways to reach out and to engage folks about processes and 
initiatives in the city. 

o Andrea mentioned that SMMA is an aggressive firm for green and energy efficiency. We 
can help support what they are doing. They are a great resource for education integrated 
with schools. Some of their approaches could use some tweaking to make it more 
engaging and effective. Can get feedback about what is most effective from the 
architects. 

o Alyssa brought up the idea of making sure the people who run the high school are 
properly trained, and are either engineers or have engineering training. It’s important to 



make sure that people are collecting data pertaining to the commitments they made to 
ensure that they are complying. 

o Juliette mentioned that kids are good messengers about climate change. It would be great 
to have a program that combines kids, video, and SCAT TV. This type of effort would 
comply with next generation science standards (important for teachers). Proposed 
reaching out to SCAT TV and teaching them about climate change so that they can 
incorporate into their programming. Possibly get involved in other types of curriculum 
development. 

o Also, maybe there is a way to get a pilot program out there for deep energy retrofits. 
o Ramon discussed institutionalizing and standardizing the flow of information. 
o Regarding education, city staffer and/or CEUCC members could talk about the 

greenhouse gas inventory with the PTA to educate them, and then brainstorm with them 
about how to get the word out. 

o Greentown lab event has a lot of events that include big and small companies, and there 
is a lot of interest in reaching out to the schools. Other ways to get involved include green 
club, and job shadowing opportunities. 

 Recap of potential CEUCC priorities for FY17 
1. Enhancing building maintenance and management 
2. Next generation  buildings, especially Somerville High School  
3. Multimedia climate change messaging to young people  
4. Deep energy retrofits 
5. Information workflow  

 
Other business before the Commission 

 Action items: 
o Sustainability Zoning Code meeting on Monday (April 24th). 
o CCA public comment period, April 14th – May 4th, www.somervillema.gov/cca.  

 Andrea is stepping down from the commission, effective at the end of the June meeting, to pursue 
other opportunities.  We are happy for her but we will miss her!! 

 


